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NEW-YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Audubon’s Aviary: Parts Unknown (Part II of The
Complete Flock)

Ma rch 21 , 201 4 to Ma y 26,
201 4

New -York Historical Society
170 Central Park West
New York New York 10024
212-873-3400
Website
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The Ticket and Information
Center is located in the Alfred
Lerner Hall Lobby at 1 1 5th
Street and Broadway .
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1 pm – 8pm

When

Where

TIC Location and Hours

Audubon’s Av iary : Parts Unknown, Part II of the highly successful
tripartite series Audubon’s Av iary : The Complete Flock, will continue
showcasing masterpieces from the New-Y ork Historical Society
collection of John James Audubon’s preparatory watercolors for the
sumptuous double-elephant-folio print edition of The Birds of
America (1 827 –38), engrav ed by Robert Hav ell Jr.
Parts Unknown will consider Audubon as an established artistnaturalist, a world citizen, and a celebrity in an ex panding nation—no
longer the y oung Frenchman who created the “early birds” display ed
in the first installment. This once-in-a-lifetime ex hibition follows
Audubon into unchartered territories—geographic, artistic, and
scientific—as he encountered and mapped new species and grappled
with the disappearing illusion of America’s infinite wilderness. It
galv anized his awareness about the necessity of conserv ing species
and habitats. Most of the watercolors in Parts Unknown (studies for
Hav ell plates 1 7 6-305) depict water birds, many of which are among
Audubon’s most spectacular and largest birds, with numerous studies
begun during his southeastern ex plorations and on his Labrador
Ex pedition.
The ex hibition is accompanied by the lav ish book Audubon’s Av iary :
The Original Watercolors for “The Birds of America” (published by
New-Y ork Historical Society and Skira/Rizzoli), which sheds new light
on the artist. It has garnered many awards, among them: Outstanding
Permanent Collection Catalogue Prize of 201 3 (by the Association of
Art Museum Curators) and the 201 3 Henry Allen Moe Prize for
Catalog of Distinction in the Arts. This once-in-a lifetime trilogy
ex plores Audubon’s dazzling watercolors in the order in which they
were engrav ed, affording v isitors the unique opportunity to v iew
them sequentially , like his original subscribers, and in their entirety .
Audubon organized The Birds of America not by traditional
tax onomic order, but according to his aesthetic and practical
judgments. He believ ed this manner of presentation was closer to
Nature’s own. Calls and songs of each species prov ided by the Cornell
Lab of Ornithology , together with v ideo footage, will demonstrate the
importance of birdsong for species identification and underscore
Audubon’s ex tensiv e field observ ations that animated his great work,
The Birds of America.

CLOSED Sunday and Monday
CLOSED for winter and summer
breaks
The TIC is open 2 hours prior
and until curtain for most oncampus ev ents sold at the box
office.

Heathers, the musical
TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Heathers, the musical
Westberg Hig h is terrorized by a
shoulder-pa dded, scrunchiew ea ring junta : Hea ther,
Hea ther, a nd Hea ther, the
hottest a nd cruelest g irls in a ll
of Ohio. But misfit V eronica
rejects their ev il reg ime for a
new boy friend w ho pla ns to put
the Hea thers in their pla ce - six
feet under.
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Broadway tickets
Don't see it a t the TIC? Get
discounted tickets to Broa dw a y
a nd Off-Broa dw a y show s
throug h Giv enik a nd 5% of the
ticket price g oes to support Arts
Initia tiv e prog ra mming .

